Prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus testing in patients with hepatitis B and C infection.
To determine the proportion of patients with hepatitis B virus (HBV) and hepatitis C virus (HCV) who are adequately assessed for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and to identify variables associated with absence of HIV testing. We retrospectively reviewed the medical records of patients who had positive serologic test results for reactive HBV and/or HCV between January 1999 and December 1999 and were followed up at a general internal medicine clinic in East Harlem, NY. Data were collected on patient demographics, HIV risk factors, and other variables that might influence the physician's decision to test the patient for HIV. Primary outcomes were HIV tests performed and documented discussions of at-risk HIV behavior. The HIV tests were performed in 40% (95% confidence interval [CI], 32%-49%) of the 141 patients with reactive HBV and/or HCV serologic test results. Predictors of HIV testing on multivariate logistic regression were age younger than 50 years (odds ratio [OR], 25; 95% CI, 13-3.8), male sex (OR, 1.6; 95% CI, 1.1-2.2), and having an established primary care provider (OR, 2.3; 95% CI, 1.2-3.9). Injection drug use was not significantly associated with HIV testing. Although HBV and HCV have clear epidemiological links with HIV, this study shows that a high percentage of these patients are not being tested. Although some of the factors associated with lack of testing were identified, further studies on the barriers to HIV testing are needed to reveal potential approaches to increase rates of HIV testing in this high-risk population.